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Further developments have taken place in 
the fight between Grace Bisson and the 
Children's. Aid Society since the first issue 
of The Partisan reported her successful ac- 
tion to free her baby, Michael. 


Tony, 10, and Mark, 7, who had also 
beenin the custody of CAS are now at home 
with Grace and CAS has agreed to submit a 
court appeal to consider whether they can 
stay there permanently. 
The system's laws against publicly discus- 
sing cases before the courts prevent us from_ 
explaining at this time what actions Grace, — 
Tony and Mark took to bring this about. 
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A lot of the "work" that Children’s Aid 
Society does in our communities seems to 
be just straight harrassment and terrorism 
of the ss The Chile Protection Act, 


took her three children, placed them in Jackie the love he needs and have succeed- 

foster homes, and she has not seen them ed in drawing him out some. But because 

since; CAS refused to allow a visit or even they are poor, they con: d the care 
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date people into noi resisting. lt is import- 
ant to know that much of the fear and suf- 
fering that CAS brings inte the community 
is illegal according to their own laws and 
that when people fight back, that terrorism 
can be stopped. This has been graphically 
demonstrated in the case of Doris, Abe and 
Jackie Reimer. 

Ten years ago, when Doris separated from 
her former husband, who was an alcoholic, 
she suffered a nervous breakdown. CAS 
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fake er one “remaining son, eke age 
ó, from her and Abe, her husband of nine 
years. 

Jackie is apparently autistic. That means 
he is extremely shy, slow of speech, and 
withdrawn from the world. This kind of 
condition can be cured, but it is a long 
process, whereby the child must be given 
prolonged treatment, offered lots of love 
and understanding and given a stable en- 
vironment he or she can learn to trust. Abe 
and Doris have done all they could to give 


er to see that Jackie doesn't get a stable 
and healthy environment he can learn to 
trust. 

What CAS has done is to label Jackie re- 
tarded, even though he clearly isn't, and 
stick him in Laurel House, a school that 
gets $15 a day for every child they take 
from CAS. Apparently these funds are a 
primary. concern of the school as they de- 
manded that the children be there during 
Easter holidays and the one day provincial 
teachers went on strike. 

Every day at 3:30 the school doors are 
locked and the children are put outside. A 
CAS driver drives the children to various 
parts of the city. Apparently, Jackie's 
home is low on the list, as he ends up stand- 
ing outside for up to an hour and a half 


every day, rain or shine. Physically healthy 


until he went to Laurel House, Jackie start- 
ed coming home soaking wet and getting 
frequent colds and flu. And he began to 
withdraw more and forget what he had 
learned. 

For a couple of years the Reimers had been 


hounded bya particularly vicious CAS work- ' 


er named Peters. Armed with "evidence" 
that Abe and Doris were "unfit" parents, 
evidence based on the fact that they could 
not afford nice housing, Peters began threat- 


ening to take Jackie from them. His favor- 


ite target was Doris who, because of insec- 
urities coming from being a woman and a 
Native person’ in this society, he knew he 
could intimidate. He constantly reminded 
her of her breakdown of ten years ago, 
talked of Crease Clinic, and called her 
"mentally unfit," until she almost believed 
it herself, even though she had raised Jackie 
from a sickly baby to a physically strong 
and healthy young boy. (con't. on pg. 5) 
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Since the first issue of The Partisan came oi, the people who 


have contacted us with further stories have been, as this issue 
demonstrates, either youth or people dealing with the Children's: 
Aid society, both of whom face clear, blatant repression and 


harassment in their daily lives. | 
We know that these are not the only kinds of repression that 


come down in the community, and we would like to hear from 
people facing different situations. We also know that the people 
don't need to be told horror stories about what they face every 
day of their lives. They want and need solutions to these prob- 


lems. The Partisan Party is dedicated to acheiving the one solu- 


tion it knows is real: revolution. 


Revolution is not something that comes about through wishing , 
or even through demonstrating and marching in the streets. Revo- 
lution, if it is to happen, demands years and years of patient 
organizing and struggle. What many people don't understand is 


that revolution is politics. Not the politics of the Conservatives, — 


the Socreds, the Liberals, or even the NDP. Regardless of what 
they say, all those parties stand for the politics of classes that 


have a vested interest in this system the way it now exists or with ` 
slight changes. If you don't believe this, look at their programs | 
_and see how much of them relates to the needs of the dispossessed. 


There is only one kind of politics that speaks to the interests of 
people who have nothing to gain from it, And that's revolutionary 
politics, the politics of the dispossessed. 

The Partisan, then, is not simply a newspaper like any other. 
It is a tool for organizing our communities to make a revolution. 
We don't want to tell people over and over again stories about 
how hard their lives are. They already know that. We want to 
tell stories around which we can organize, stories that teach 
people how to resist together. And we want to make contact 
with people who are willing to organize oes the stories they 
bring us. | | 
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The key to organizing is understanding exactly what is happen- 
ing, why people are acting the way they are in response to that, 
and then stating that clearly for others to understand. Take for 
example the two state offensives that the stories in this issue talk 
about: police repression of youth and Children's Aid Society kid- 





nappings and harassment. Both, in fact, are directed against 
youth in our communities, even a i end up tearing apart 
entire families. 7 


Youth are one large sector of the people in our communities who 


most openly oppose the authorities and struggle against what's 
happening to them, even if they do it in unstrategic ways. As 
the economy continues to fall apart, those most hard hit are peo- 
ple at the fringes of it: women, people on welfare, unemployed, 
non-union workers, people of color and large numbers of youth, 
both because they are a sector of the other groups and because 
they have no experience or skills to ae q a economy in 
crisis. 3 
Although resistance to the system is growing among all ieee 
people, especially among women on welfare and in the housing 
projects, it is young people who are less intimidated by the au- 
thorities, and as a result they tend to rebel much more continually 
and openly against them, whether they're school teachers, social 


workers or police. And they rebel with violence. This is not 
surprising as our communities have been filled with violence for 


years: the violence of oppression, the physical and mental vio - 
lence the authorities use to impose their social system on the 


people at the bottom, the people who have nothing to gain from ` 


it except sorrow, . In response to the violence of the authorities, 
there is the violence of the people expressing their frustration and 
responding with rage to their oppression. | | 
Unfortunately, the people's violence is usually of three sorts: 
it's tumed against themselves through glue, speed, heroin or 





other dope, through alcohol, 
through a thousand aa ways of. committing suicide; it's 


through despair = self-hate, 


turned against others in the community —-— in the home, in pub 
fights, in the rivalry between gangs, in racism; or it's turned in 
wild, unstrategic ways against the system through B&E's and petty 
thefts, through trashing, through attacking the police. 

Those who control this system will allow, even encourage, the 
first two types of violence. How many times have the press and 
the police campaigned against pub brawls, racism in the schools, 
or unemployed people drinking themselves into oblivion? The 
third form of vialence, however, the kind that's directed at the 
system, is unacceptable since it threatens their property and au- 
thority, It must be controlled. It is mostly youth who participate 
in it. In order to control it they move into our communities with 
large numbers of police and institutions such as CAS. 

The young people in our communities, as some of these articles 
point out, have had plenty of experience with the police. They 
have been terrorized and brutalized for simply. walking down the 
street. This is an attempt by the occupying army of police to 
threaten them into not even thinking about resisting. Of course 
they continue to do so anyway. 

But because their violence is not directed at dealing with the 
system, because they sometimes attack their own communities, 
because their parents and other adults don't understand the vio- 
lence and it brings down heat, because of all these reasons youth 
are isolated from their own communities. Because they are iso- 
lated and have no support, they are easy Pig) for the police and 
the courts. 

There's only one way for this situation fo change, for the bru- 
tality and harassment to be stopped. Youth must continue to 
fight back, but that means something different than isolated 
trashing and-small battles with the police. They can win against 


_ the police in a permanent way by striking at the roots of the State 





To The Community 


strategy. The state, using the police as its military arm, want to 
keep us disorganized and isolated so they can carry on with their 
policy of exploitation and oppression. They want to stop the 


community as a whole from getting together and fighting back 
as a whole. 

Youth must understand the politics of whati s happening to them 
and what they're doing. They must understand that the entire 
community is oppressed, although their actions bring down some 
of the heaviest repression. And from there, they must begin to 
consciously act in a political way. That means revolutionary 
politics, serving and organizing the community in a way that 
unites the whole community around resisting its oppression. 
= This particular kind of repression, i.e., brutality, is only one of 
the forms of institutional control used against the people. It's 
not enough for the ruling class to attempt to stop rebellion (i.e., 
troublemakers) once it's started. They must also try to stop it 
from the beginning. 

According to bourgeois sociologists, troublemakers (class rebel- 
lion) are not caused by oppressive, useless education, inadequate 
housing, sub-standard food, poor medical care, police brutality 
and the other things poor people face every day of their lives. 
Troublemakers are caused by "bad" parents, which : 
means poor parents. 

Therefore, according to thei the way to stop rebellion from 
developing is to rip children off from their families. "Crime is 
stopped in the cradle" is a well known police proverb. So, other 
institutions are created to come into our communities and at the 
slightest whim of their well-fed, middle class directors, to break 
into homes and kidnap children. All under the sanctity of the 


"Law." The Children's Aid Society is one such institution. 


(continued on page 3) 
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-The Partisan Community News Service is 
dedicated to becoming a true voice of the 


people in Vancouver's oppressed communi- - 
ties. This means that we of the Partisan 


= Party should listen carefully and seriously 


to any criticisms of the paper by the people 
it is designed to serve. Our first issue 
came under two criticisms that we are 


obliged to answer. 


The first criticism was of the use of sev- 


eral familiar profanities, especially in the 
article 
x was of the use of the word PIG to describe 


"To Tell The Truth." The second 


certain state officials. 
We feel that the moral questions that 


ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE -- is take it 
from the greedy and give it to the needy. 
Take it from the minority and give itto the 
majority. 


LIBE RATION -- means freedom. 
FREEDOM == means ante over your life. 


DESTINY -- is the way we're going and gene 
way we would like to go. 


COMMUNITY -- is the place where we 


live. 


EXPLOITATION -- is taking from the poor 
and giving to the rich. 


CAPITALISM -- is the poor get poorer and 


the rich get richer. 


could be brought up, particularly around 


the first criticism, have to be answered 
first. The Partisan Party is a party of rev- 


olutionaries who aspire to revolutionary 


there is such a thing 


as a pig 


morality.. This mor li is to do and say 


what is necessary to free humans from the 


real injustices that are inflicted upon them. 
It is to tell the truth, in the best way, about 
real conditions in order to see real solu- 
tions. 


PEOPLES’ 
VOCABULARY 


IMPERIALISM -- the capitalists get richer 


and the world gets poorer. 
FASCISM -- all power to the capitalists. 
SOCIALISM -- is everybody sharing. A 


system based on human nesan not human 
exploitation. 


GENOCIDE -- when the pigs stop a class- 


or a race of people from getting what they 
need to survive. 


WHAT PEOPLE'S BASIC NEEDS ARE -- food, 


clothing, shelter, education, medical care, 
freedom. 


page 3 

The use of profanity in the first issue de- 
tracted from our task. Profanity arises often 
as a righteous expression of outrage and as 


such cannot be criticized. However, our 
Use was of the more familiar kind; it was a 
loose, inexact and needless addition to the 
point we were trying to make. 

We feel, for example, that it is incorrect 
to say "fucked over" when "brutalized" is a 
more exact expression of whatishappening. 


In the future, we intend to be exact and 
allow no looseness of language to detract 


° from the realities we are trying to commun- 


icate, ` 
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THE JOB OF THE REVOLUTIONARY -- is 


to serve and pavedie the people. 


TO SERVE THE PEOPLE -= iş to see that 


they have their basic needs, 


TO EDUCATE THE PEOPLE -- is to teach 


thern the correct way to gain their freedom. 


POLITICAL PRISONER -- someone who is 
denied freedom for trying to fill survival 
needs; someone who is an enemy of the cep- 
italists. 


REVOLUTION -- means change, by any 


means necessary, that puts power in the 


hands of the people. 


REVOLUTIONARIES -- means changers who 
help put power in the hands of the people. 
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times is used to mean the characteristics of 
an animal that really didn't deserve the 
The animal pig has no choice 
over its living habits, eating habits, or 
final end. Its life is forced on if by its 
human masters. 

The human PIG is a different story. He 


is a person who acts as though he were. 


less than human; a person who wishes to 


treat others in a way that denies their ` 
basic rights to dignity and freedom. No 


other title can hide the human PIG'S 


actions. 
PIG is not a word to be used lightly, for 


it has arisen in struggle, torment, frustra- 
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pre ai isti use of the word PIG. -PIG some- 
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oppression . 
been used in the struggles of black people 
for the freedoms denied them. It describes 
an agent of brutality and murder. 

There is definitely such a thing as a 
human PIG. It can be a human who kidnaps 
another's family, forces someone into inad- 
equate housing, or imprisons another for 
trying to fulfill their survival needs. 

Let us use words that express the true 
nature of the things we are dealing with. 
The human PIG deserves the accusation of 
what pig has come to mean more than the 
animal, Human PIGS can kill. 

A word almost as good as "pig" is 
"fascist." A government with an economy, 
bureaucracy, and police force working in 





a interests of a PIGS is a fascist gov- 
emment. 

This paper is part of our campaign to tear 
away the mask so that we can Stop the Pig 
who is on the move in our communities. 
We cannot be blind or be timid about 
things being what they really are. Others 
have made this mistake. 
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(continued from page 2) 


There isn't much that we can do about CAS right now. The 
Child Protection Act, under which it operates, is one of the most 
fascist pieces of legislation around. It openly places the lives of 


. men and women, both young and old, under the complete control 


of institutions. They are legally Š pawi ed to do just about 
whatever they want to do. So until our communities are organ- 
ized enough to begin to make and enforce their own laws, peo- 
ple's laws, we have to do the best we can in order to survive. 


This means people in the community must band together to pro- 


tect each other. CAS workers are brave when they face one 
woman alone in her apartment. But in the face of united com- 
munity action they are cowards. This was demonstrated recently 
when Grace Bisson organized some people to face CAS and sup- 
port her just demand for the freedom of her children. They were 
freed. 

But even this isn't enough. The co miy must stop them from 
entering homes and abusing people's human rights in the first 
place. Much that they do is illegal, and the only reason they 
get away with it is because people in the community don't know 
their rights. At this point in the struggle, legal first aid is our 


first line of defense against the authorities. We must use what 


poses. 


laws we can to stop their abuses: Moreover, much that they do 
that is legal, they wouldn't ae if they had to answer to the peo- 
ple for their actions. 

It is possible to make them answer. A simple way is by forming 
into community defense groups. If each person in a group had 
the phone numbers of others, or a way of contacting someone who 
can get others, then never again would a CAS worker, or a soc- 
ial worker, or ne police, or anyone else be able to take advan- 
tage of a person's isolation. They would be faced with a number 
of people who knew the law and had collective strength. 

Given the nature of the Child Protection Act and the other 


serious problems facing people in the community, these organi- 


zations would not be a final answer. Families will still be torn 
apart, people kidnapped. But they do serve two important pur- 
They will prevent much suffering and intimidation that 
now goes on illegally and unnecessarily. Itwill help us to sur- 
vive better. And it would be the beginning of uniting the com- 
munity. It would offer a basis for the community beginning to 


nie itself to-serve its own needs in a way that only it can. 
If you're interested in beginning to organize in your community 


/ around these problems, contact the Partisan Party at 874-6022, 
or drop by 399 West Sth Avenue. 
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A young man, from the Pandora area walk- 
ing down the street at 2 A.M., was search- 
ed without warrant, charged with breaking 


-and entering, sent to a foster home and 


put on probation for one and a half years... 


Recently at a North Vancouver communi- 
ty center dance, a young woman had a beer 
bottle grabbed-from her hand by police. 
Upon her resistance, she was dragged across 
the floor by the hair. Other youths seeing 
this began throwing bottles and rocks at 
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WAR AGAINST YOUTH? ~ 


Two young men were drinking beer at 3rd 


Beach. The police arrived, accused them 


of breaking beer bottles and ordered them ` 
out of the park in 20 minutes. The young 
people didn't leave. More police arrived ` 
and the youths were brutally beaten . . . 


Young people in the Pandora area, after 
having their party busted, retaliate by — 
breaking the windows of a palic car, and 
then turning it over ... . 


police . 


There is an undeclared war being waged 
against young people. Its effects are clear- 
ly shown through the frustration of youth at 
being processed through a useless "educa- 
tional" system, through their despair in the 
face of a jobless future, and through their 
anger about the harassment of police, wel- 
fare workers, and counselors. Youth are 
responding to their worsening condition by 


dropping out and lashing out. Sometimes 


they attack their oppressors directly; more 
often their frustration and anger is expressed 
in fighting each other or through indiscrim- 
inate trashing or petty crime. 

The state has launched a series of offen- 


sives te crush this rebellion by forcing peo- ` 


ple into institutions designed to control 


their lives. The ever-increasing numbers 


of youth who are shut out of the economy 
are dumped into foster homes, reform schools 
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Raymur Family... 


(continued from page 1) 


The Reimers finally managed to get into 


one of the city housing projects. They 
hoped that this would get Peters off their 
backs. But true to his own sadistic form, 
he came up with new reasons to continue his 
harrassment. The Reimers, worried about 
Jackie's health and how he was being treat- 
ed at Laurel House, kept him at home to 
get over his illness. Laurel House, no long= 
er receiving its $15 a day, became quite ` 
upset. Backed up by one of the big-wig 
doctors at REACH Clinic, they said that 
Jackie should come to school "even if he is 
not feeling well." This doctor, supposedly 
a "servant of the people," had refused to 
come see Jackie when he was sick witha 
high temperature from a bad case of flu. 
The Reimers, exercising their human rights 
as parents, decided that they would keep 
Jackie home when he was sick, but CAS 
then stepped in saying they would have to 
havea doctor's certificate to prove sickness. 


This struggle continued until, in December, 
Peters sent the Reimers a registered letter 


saying that CAS would have "no choice" but 
to take Jackie if he did not go to school, 
well or unwell, as ordered. Peters’ ultima- 


tum was the last straw for the Reimers. Abe, 


who had already lost one job by staying 


home to support Doris during Peters’ visits, 
confronted the CAS worker on his next ap- 
pearance. He told him he had a choice of 
how he would leave the apartment, either 
through the door. or through the window . 


Peters crawled out through the door, proving © 
what cowards he and his kind are in the face 










pate — a = 


and transient hostels. The Youth Preventa- 


tive Squad, welfare bureaucrats, and "gui- 
dance" counselors help these institutions 
to regiment young people's lives and keep 
them disorganized. All are weapons of the 
system to control people whose future has 


been robbed from them. The offensives are ` 


mounting and up until now, the state is 
winning. | 
The state seeks to control us through var- 


ious institutions; schools being the first that 


people come into contact with. The educa- 
tion we receive is basically useless. Itis 
not directed at helping people to live bet- 
ter. lt is directed at serving the needs of 
the rich businessman. Young people are 
channelled into dead-end courses that train 
them for jobs that don't exist as it becomes 
increasingly hard for the state to find places 
for people -in a crumbling economy. 


of a strong and determined resistance. 

His response was typical. He sent a psy- 
chiatrist to check on the Reimers’ "mental 
state." Obviously people who would threat- 
en a pig like Peters and try to protect their 
family from the state, must, in the pig's 
eyes, be mentally unbalanced. But the 
Reimers, fed up with the continuing oppres- 
sion and harrassment, dealt decisively with 


the psychiatrist, too. They told him that if 


anyone was crazy, it was Peters, that they 
cared for their child, that it was CAS and 


Laurel House who were "unfit" to take care 


of Jackie, and that the psychiatrist had bet- 
ter leave or he too, would be removed. He 
did leave, but he came back the next day 
to apologize and congratulate the Reimers 
for being such strong parents. 2 

Since then, Children's Aid has altered 
their tactics. Peters, afraid to retum, has 
sent another caseworker, a woman. Her 
ploy has been to try to get Doris to leave 
Abe, promising to take her to a "nice place" 
which she did not specify, but telling her 
to keep this proposal secret from her husband. 
Doris believes that this is because CAS knows 
from experience that they intimidate and 
control her better when she is without Abe's 
support. Alone, Doris would be exposed to 
their attempts to kidnap Jackie, because 
they would write her off as an “emotionally 
unstable woman," a tactic they frequently 


_ use on women. Ane they would be doing 
their utmost, as they have all along, to | 


make Doris emotionally unstable with their 
slanders and their threats. 

Just reading Grace Bisson's story in the 
first issue of The Partisan was a lift for them 
because for once they could feel that they 


As it did in the sith Sa economic collapse. ë 
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has forced tens of thousands on to the road, 
looking for jobs, or just trying to get away 
from the general insanity of a system in 
chaos. 

Recently, the govemment has tried to en- 
courage young people to travel around, to 
"escape" the reality of unemployment and 
poverty in their own communities. It’s 
easier for them to deal with thousands of 
travelling youth who are safely isolated in 
hostels and on the road, than with large 
groups of angry young eagle in their own 
homes who might organize their communi- 
ties against the system. It'salso-one of the 
oldest tricks known to capitalist economists 
to force wages down by having masses of 
poor, unemployed potential workers around, 
who are desperate enough to be scabs, or 
to work for $1.25 an hour. 

_ Learning how to survive is the key to de- 
continued on next t page 
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were not totally alone in their struggle. 


Encouraged by this knowledge, and by 
Grace's righteous resistance, Doris confront- 
ed her caseworker with the story, demand- 
ing to know the a "She completely 
lost her composure," Doris said. "She want- 
ed to know where | read this story, who pub- 
lished it. She suddenly stopped being so 
pushy." The social worker got so upsetwhen 
Doris asked, "Why are all these people re- 
belling against you?" that before she left, 
she tried to cool them out by offering to bu 
some clothes for Jackie, something that had 
never happened before. 

The Reimers decided to call the Partisan 
Party, to tell their story and to see what 
they could do to help others in similar situ- 
ations. "We've been trying to fight by our- 
selves for so long, but the only way we'll 
get anywhere is to get together with other 
people to organize." 

This is clearly what those who control CAS 
and the other institutions occupying our 
community don't want. The Reimers’ social 
worker told them when they moved into the 
housing project not to talk to their neigh- 
bors, because so many "bad people" lived 
there. x 

We think it's about time all these "bad 
people" started getting together, talking 
with each other and organizing community 
defense. groups to <. themselves from 
the terrorism of the "good people." The 
Partisan Party says to Children's Aid Society 
"HANDS OFF THE REIMERS". But we know 
that CAS can only be effectively stopped 
when a united community says that -- says 
to all the occupying forces, "HANDS OFF 
OUR COMMUNITIES". 





TENANTS STRIKE 
WALL = REDEKOP 


Wall and Redekop is a rich real estate 
corporation which owns, among other things, 
48 large apartment buildings and a large 
egg farm. In Janvary of this year they an- 
nounced rent increases in their apartments 
which average $8-$15 per month. They at- 
tempted to justify this raise by claiming 
that tax and operating expenses have risen. 

According to the B.C. Tenants’ Council, 
the rise in operating expenses was about 
$1.98 per apartment. 

At a time when most people's income is 
not rising, the capitalists continue to in- 
crease their profits. Many of the tenants 
in the Wall & Redekop apartments are on 
welfare or pensions. In January, the ten- 
ants got together and sent a letter to Wall 
& Redekop asking to negotiate the rent in- 
creases: the corporation made no reply. 
Twice the tenants went to city council to 

_try to get mediation in the dispute, either 
by council itself or by the existing Griev- 
ance Board, Twice they were refused. 
Council is composed of such people as Camp- 
bell who himself has large real estate inter- 
ests, including ownership of the two circ- 
ular towers at the north end of the Burrard 
Bridge. 

The tenants have now organized a rent 
strike. They are demanding that Wall & 
Redekop recognize the Tenants' Council as 








E ee ees s sa a e a k sss ua 
"The te worker came to the door and 
said to take my 3-year old girl, Gail, to 
the doctor's office for shots, and then ic 
| went to the doctor's office he had no re- 
port on how many shots she had had before, 
so he wouldn't give her any. Even after 
she found out that the doctor wouldn't give 
the little girl shots, my social worker kept 
making appointments still without there 
being any records in the doctor's office. The 
doctor was getting upset, also, wondering 
why | kept on having appointments. So 
when my social worker came the third time 
to take me to REACH, I slapped her across 
the face and told her | wasn't going. She 
left my home and the next morning there was 
anambulanceand twopolicemen at my door . 
They took me to the Crease Clinic at Essen- 


dale and committed me to the psychiatric 





the official bargaining agent for the tenants. 


This right to a bargaining agent, and thus ` 
some control over their lives, was fought 
for by the labor movement at the beginning 
of the century. It was won in much the 
same way. | 

Last month 191 tenants didn't pay their 
rent, denying the landlords $30,000. The 
tenants are asking for people to boycott 
Wall & Redekop apartments. So far they 
have been very successful. The average 
vacancy rate in the city is 2%, but in Wall 
& Redekop buildings it is 10%. The tenants 
have been picketing the Wall & Redekop 


offices Saturdays from 1] a.m. to 12 noon. 


The offices are at 1070 West Broadway. 


Naturally the landlords are not sitting 
back doing nothing. They have been en- 
tering people's apartments without consent 
simply as a form of harassment. Last week 
they brought eviction notices against 60 
tenants. The people say that they are going 
to fight these eviction orders. 

All the landlords in the city are watching 
the progress of this strike very closely, the 
same way that other big corporations always 
watch strikes in competitors’ factories and 
shops. This is because if the strike wins, 
other tenants will see that if they organize, 
they have the power to defeat the landlords’ 
arbitrary rent increases. 

All of us who pay rent in the city have an 
interest in supporting the strike, and follow- 
ing the lead of the Wall & Redekop tenants 
in demanding an end to the unjust power of 
the rich landlords. 


“a They took my little > girl” ç 


weas. p m took my little girl without 
any clothes. | was washing her hair and | 
don't know whether they put any clothes on 
her before they took her away. As far as | 
know they took her to the Children's Aid. 
They won't tell me what house she is living 
in or anything. 

"I left Essendale on my own accord. | 
just walked out. | wanted to see about my 
rent. They had stopped my welfare check. 


| went to the management in the housing 


project and told them | couldn't pay my rent 
because they stopped my check and | was in 
Essendale. They told me not to worry, So 
| stayed there and cleaned the house up. | 
stayed there a week and cooked for my two 
sons and then the police came in the morning 


Continued page 10 





WAR AGAINST YOUTH 


continued from p .4 


feating this strategy. Survival means build- 
ing a community that can rely on its mem- 
bers to support one another in their resis- 
. tance to the state offensives. This cannot 
by done by pointless acts of rebellion that 
merely vent frustration, like smashing a 
window or attacking a police car. This kind 


of rebellion does nothing to alleviate the 


oppression of the community and ‘therefore 
gets no support. If allows the state to iso- 
late the rebels; they become simply er 

. statistic in the police files. x 
We must follow the leadership of the wom- 
en fighting the Children's Aid Society and 
the CNR. Their activities are directed at 
dealing with their problems, not just blind- 
ly lashing out. The railroad track incident 
showed the power of people moving together 
around real needs; needs that others can 


understand and support. Organizing groups 
to use legal first aid, for example, will ac- 
complish something real because it will en- 
able us to stop much of the illegal harass- 


ment and intimidation everyone in poor 


communities is subjected to. But, more 
important, it will strike at the roots of these 
conditions by moving us toward organizing 
the community. Our needs will only be 
really met when we are organized enough 
to take over from our ' oppressors and run our 
own communities. 

What is needed is strategic resistance; re- 
sistance that can wip. The job young peo- 
ple have to do now is build for the survival 
of the community. Only an integrated 
community, united in a common struggle, 
can provide tie against the state's of- 
fensives. , 
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More CAS 
Harassment 


Like many parents who have needed help 
when they have little money, no place to 
live and a number of children to raise, 
Leonora Carmen was forced to turn to Chil- 
dren's Aid Society for help. It seemed the 
only altemative open to her. 
Having separated from her husband, Leo- 


~ nora asked CAS to find a place for her chil- 


dren to stay while she looked for a house 
and adequate means of support. CAS agreed ` 
to help and foster homes were found for the 
children. Leonora's understanding was that 
this arrangement was temporary; but, need- 
less to say, once CAS has entered someone's 
life, it takes a lot longer to get them out 
than it did to get them in. When Leonora 


did find a house, the welfare department 
would not give her enough money to pay the 


rent because her children weren't with her. 
Only after a lot of hassle, CAS finally re- 


turned the children and some money from 


~- welfare came through. 


This was by no means the end of CAS har- 
assment. One day soon after, two of Leo- 
nora’s sons failed to return home from school. 
CAS had come to school, taken the children, 
and again placed them in a foster home. 
The next day a police officer and two`soc- 





ial workers barged into her ho ome illegally 


and fook her youngest son. mine only “grounds ~ 
they gave for these kidnappings was a com- 
plai.: from a neighbor who said that the 
c iildren were being starved; based on the 
tract that Leonora was a vegetarian. From 
ail appearances, the children were healthy. 
And, in fact, their good health was subse- 
quently confirmed by a doctor. Once again, 
the children were placed in a foster home. 
Leonora made a trip to the foster home on 
Vancouver Island. She found the condi- 
tions there unsuitable and decided to take 
the boys back with her. But the foster 
mother was waiting at the ferry to prevent 
the children from leaving. When Leonora 
resisted, the foster mother called the police. | 
She was accused of assault and, as many 
times before, when mothers have fought to 
keep their children, she was declared an 
"unfit mother." Further, they judged her 
actions to date as "insane" and placed her 
in Crease Clinic for a month and a half. 


- Attempts were made to give her drugs and 


shock treatment. Fortunately, these tactics 
did not succeed. Leonora remained deter- 
mined to provide a healthy environment for 
her children and even more determined to 
further resist state interference in her life. 

Leonora wants her sons back. According 
to the authorities, her despair and resistance 
indicates instability, if not insanity. We 
believe the state is insane with its welfare 
system, foster homes and institutions of det- 
entian. To the "powers that be," Leonora's 
‘sons are criminals -- people to be watched 
and confined. But we know the real crimi- 
nals -- those who have denied us jobs, dig- 
nity and freedom; those who perpetuate a 
system created to maintain their privileged 
wealth while leaving us with nothing. And 
to those criminals we say; 


HANDS OFF OUR COMMUNITIES! 
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INT 


Throughout the world, thousands and thou- 
sands of communities sucn as ours are get- 
ting organized and resisting the oppression 
and exploitation imposed on them. On one 
side of the battle are the people. On the 
other are the global imperialists organized 
by the U.S. ruling class. In Quebec, in 
Indochina, 
and in hundreds of other areas, the people 
are uniting and rising up, fighting for peace, 
freedom and a full life. 

They aren't thousands of seperate struggles, 





thougn that's what the enemy wants us to 


believe. They are one struggle, even 
though the tactics are different in each 
situation. And for that struggle to be suc- 
cessful demands that those communities be - 
gin to recognize each other, learn from 
each other and support each other, for no 
one will be free until all people are free. 
This inter-communalism is part of the life- 
blood of the Partisan Party. It is to the 
realization of these goals that the Inter- 
communal Section of The Partisan is com- 
mied = = 


S. VIETNAMESE 


~YourH IN STRUGGLE 


More and more South Vietnamese youth, 
organized by the students, are pouring into 
the streets of Saigon, defying the repressive 
laws of Thieu and Ky, demanding an end 
to the war and the liberation of their coun- 
Try. 

As in Quebec, all articles in South Viet- 
nam which denounce the government and 
call for liberation are banned. The pro- 
gressive magazines NUOC (Country) and 
Doi Dien (Dialogue), for instance, are 
nearly always seized at each publication. 

Thus, the students and other youths have 
come up with a unique method of struggle. 
It's called the "Sing for our compatriots 
movement." An examination of the content 
of some of the songs shows how the spirit of 
the people has turned their music into an 
arm for struggle. In the "Song of the Pris- 
on" they tell of how prison is a place to 
build a strong will, 
of torture and guns. The song "Down to 
the Streets" tells the people to demonstrate 
and strike: "Let's go into the streets/with 
burdened hearts/we decide to go for our 
country/to break out of slavery's chains/ 
We don't retreat before repression/Pulverize 
the dictator and the puppets/bring the peo- 
ple back to victory." For the farmer, the 
song “Rising Tax" says “gun in one hand, 


plough in the other hand, my people work 


all day, sweating in the rice paddy. They 
are ready to continue until final victory." 
The students combine this tactic of bring- 
ing struggle into the streets of Saigon with 
others that attack more directly the dicta- 
torship and the U.S. oppressors. They've 
burned the military training camp in Saigon, 


in the Black ghettos in the U.S. 


that they aren't afraid ` 





-COMMUNAL NEWS 


STATEMENT IN SOLIDARITY 


WITH THE NLF 


The accompanying statement was given to 
some Indo-Chinese women during a confer- 


ence they attended in Vancouver several: 


weeks ago. Along with the statement we 


presented themwith a tape recording of some 


veterans of the Y.S. Army to the soldiers in 


Vietnam about the best ways to deal with, 


their situation; i.e., go over to the NLF 
who has offered safe and free passage to any 
country in the world for deserting G.1.'s; 
refuse to go out on patrols; leave food and 
medicine in the villages for the Vietnamese; 
destroy military equipment; and other help- 
ful hints. — 

This gift was not much, considering the 
support we would like to give. But it was 
something real and helpful. A Vietnam vet 
pointed out that the NLF radio shows to the 
American soldiers never went over all that 


well because they consisted mostly of class- 


ical music, and the Vietnamese did not 


know that much about the. every doy lives. 
of the soldiers. Hopefully, this tape will 
change that situation. And hopefully in the 
future we will be in a position to offer 
greater and greater support for the glorious 
struggle of the Vietnamese people. 


Comrades: 


The Partisan Party is in full solidarity with 
the heroic struggle of the Vietnamese} 
people against imperialism. 

We fully support the National Liberation 
Front and endorse the proposals of the Pro- 
visional Revolutionary Govemment as the 
basis for achieving an independent and free 
Vietnam. | 

ln the spirit of intercommunalism, we: 
pledge to give all possible material and 
political support to the struggle of the Viet- 
namese people for national liberation. 

The Partisan Party recognizes that thefj 
best support we can give is to wage a vic-| 
torious revolutionary liberation struggle 
right here against our common enemy, im- 


perialism. 


Your struggle is our struggle! 
Victory through people's. war! _ 
All power to the people! 


Pee aoe A 


The s Porty 


Vancouver, April 6, 1971 





in Can Tho. They refuse to serve in the mil- 
itary. And they've begun urban guerilla 
activities. 
Cell" destroyed three American vehicles. 
The same cell 
against the U.S. Ambassador in January. 


In December, the "Flying Star 


made a molotov cocktail 


"| hope to be a man when | die, Sade 


hope to see the others raise high the flag 


Hof struggle." 
-= from a South Viet Nam A song 
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‘the “Women's Move- 


On: July 25; 1970, 


da ment for the Right fo’ Live ‘was organized 
-in South Vietnam. 


-nam have suffered silently for sixteen years. 


Women: in South Viet- 


They have lost everything because of the 
war: their husbands and children have been 


killed or jailed and tortured; over 400,000 
women have been forced to be prosti- ` 


tutes for the U.S. rarior ‘The Thieu-Ky 


regime has organized a "woman market" for 
the Americans. 

The WMFRL arose to s taggle against this 
situation and the vicious U.S. war that! S 
the cause of it. Since that time hundreds 
of members of the WMEFRL have been arrest- 
ed, jailed and tortured. Over half the pop- 
ulation in the U.S. "tiger cages''** were 
women. But instead of giving into this 
further repression, the women's struggle 
grows stronger and stronger in the streets 


SOLEDAD 





Soledad is a maximum security prison in 
Salinas, California. Racial hostility runs 
high there, fostered and encouraged by the 
authorities. For almost two years, prisoners 
in the maximum security wing have been 
held in rigid racial segregation. But des- 

pite the extreme tension, on huay 13. 


asas “= =a 
Sa aS 








authorities, "knowing a fight would erupt, 


made no moves to prevent violence. But 


one, widely known for his marksmanship , 
stood armed with a carbine rifle in the gun 
tower. 

What happened next is unclear. Accord- 


ing to prison authorities, a scuffle broke 


out. The guard immediately fired four shots, 
killing three black prisoners and wounding 
one white. No alarm whistle was sounded , 
no warning shot heard, no tear gas thrown . 
The Grand Jury called these murders "jus- 
tifiable homicide." 

The shooting of the prisoners had eitinged 
the Soledad inmates; black, white and Chic- 
ano, much as the prisoners of the B.C. Pen 


were outraged at the death of one of their 


comrades last fall. More than half were on 
a hunger strike to protest the killings. Min- 
utes after the verdict of justifiable homicide 
was broadcast over T.V. on Jan. 16, 1970, 
a guard was found dead in "Y" Wing. The 
Deputy Superintendant of the prison labelled 
the killing an act of revenge for the earlier 
murders. The 146 inmates were immediately 
locked in isolation. After eight days of 
pressure, the authorities claimed to have 
found the guilty men. 
Fleeta Drumgo, and John Wesley Cluchette 
were held in solitary confinement. 


These three men were put in jail in the 





-munique 











THE RIGHT TO LIVE 


and even in the prisons themselves. A com- 
issued on Oct. 18, 1970 read, 
"We must demand real peace, eternal 
peace and independence; i.e., the peace 
and self-determination of our people must 
be respected. This condition will be a- 
chieved only when all foreign troops are 
ees from our country. And this must 
be soon. 


**Tiger cages are cells very common in the 


Puolo Condor prison. The cell is 2.5 yards | 


long, 1.5 yards wide, and 3 yards high with 
very thick walls. The top is made of a frame 
of iron bars. The jailers walk above the 
heads of the inmates and forbid all conver- 
sation or noise. The jailers often stand on 
top of the cells and strike the prisoners with 


“Prison 


George Jackson, — 


a stick or pour quick lime or filthy water on `: 


them. 


BROTHERS... 


first place mostly for the crime of being 
black and poor in a racist, capitalist soci- 
ety. Fleeta was locked up for stealing to 
sutvive. He would have been paroled in 
1969, except that he had pictures of revo- 
lutionaries tacked to his cell walls. John 
was busted for buying a T.V. set he didn! t 





thief was found, John was locked up. 
George has been in prison since 1960 (he 
was 18 at the time) even though the gas 
station attendant he supposedly robbed tes- 
tified in court that George wasn't the man 
who did it. He too would have been out by 
now, except in prison he committed another 
"crime" -- he became a revolutionary and 
began to organize the inmates to resist the 
racism and brutality of the penal system. 
During the 29 days the defendants were 
held in solitary confinement following the 
incident at Soledad, they were not told of 
the charges against them. - They tried to get 
word to their families, but their letters were 
confiscated by the prison authorities. Fin- 


wally, Cluchette managed to smuggle outa 


note that read, "Help! Life in danger!" 
Even then, when their parents and attorneys 
found out what was happening, it was still 
weeks before any contact was managed with 
the outside world. 

It's clear that the Soledad Brothers are be- 
ing used as scapegoats and examples by the 


U.S. prison authorities in their attempt to 


smash the revolutionary leadership of Blacks 
inthe prisons, because this leadership is be- 
ginning to unite prisoners of all color in an 
understanding that they are political priso- 
ners, in jail for belonging to the wrong class. 

Within the last six months there have been 


twomajor uprisings within Canadian prisons . 





w was stolen.. Even though the real ' 


signed to the case. 
greeted with "All Power to the People" and 





In November, the inmates of the B.C. Pen 
rose up against the murderers of one of their 
comrades, At Kingston, just this month, 
the prison was seized by the people to pro- 
test inhuman treatment and living condi- 
tions and the fact that they were being 
moved to Milhaven, the newest, most tech- 


‘nologically advanced fascist prison. The ` 


prisoners” struggle is an example to all of us 
of heroism and courage in the face of bla- 
tant state repression. The Soledad Brothers 


-must be set free. And it's the people who 
‘will see that they are. 


=. IN COURT 


The Soledad. Brothers appeared in court 


April 6th to have their trial date set for 


1971, 


and to have a judge as- 
The Brothers were 


August 9, 


"Free the Soledad Brothers," as they stepped 
into the courtroom. The judge began the 
proceedings by saying there wouldn't be 


-any more demostrations in the courtroom and 


demonstrators would be sent to jail for con- 
tempt of court. He gruffly denied motions 
allowing the Brothers to talk to their attor- 
neys for twohours before going back to jail. 
He then walked out on the people without 
adjourning the court. When George Jack- 
son picked up his legal papers and a Black 
Panther Party newspaper, a bailiff denied 
his legal rights by snatching the paper. The 
bailiff provoked George by shoving him af- 
ter George warned him to stop. George 
resisted by smashing the bailiff in the face. 
He was immediately surrounded by six other 
guards and beaten. John and Fleeta were 
victims of violent attacks by other guards, 


in full view of the people. They were all 


beaten again after they left the courtroom. 


--from the Soledad Brothers Newsletter 
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~ pression, be they “leg 


-vits unjust rules and regulations. 
poor people, this rebellion results ultimately 





sage l0 


Understanding 





Kingston 


(April 14) At 10:30 p.m. a revolt libera- 


ted a large area of Kingston prison. 550 
prisoners captured a number of cell blocks 
and 6 guards were taken as hostages. A 
few days later the revolt ended in failure . 
Government troops met no resistance when 
they invaded the prison on the morning of 
the 18th. The demands of the prisoners 


were expressed in a way that was hard for 


many people to understand. The bourgeois 


--*-media made them even harder to understand 


by ‘sensationalizing around the violence 
instead of finding out the real causes of the 
revolt. 

Afterwards, most people ee not know why 
the revolt happened in the way it did. Wily 
Knight, one member of the prisoners’ nego- 
tiating committee, spoke about: "Hundreds 
of guys who swear that they were convicted 


` on the basis of lies by the R.C.M.P. Others 


swear they were forced to confess to crimes 


they did not commit through brutal tarture." 


Anyone who has been scrutinized, inves- 
tigated or testified against by the police 
knows that they often proceed in this way. 
One cannot question the validity of these 
statements. The police do frame people. 
They often trick or force them to confess. 
The ruling class can only keep its power by 
constantly employing their weapons of re- 





qa 
gal. They use these weapons as a threat to 
hang over the heads of poor people, who 
step outside their exploitative system with 
For many 


in prison. Although the Kingston prisoners 
talked about some ways that the society was 

"rotten," they did rot point to the roots of 
all their complaints. They were desparate 
with its immediate effects on them. The 
basis of prisoner's anger -- the entire system 
that oppressed them, hounded them, and 
finally jailed them, was never presented to 
the public. 

The prisoners’ revolt began with the trans- 
fer of 15 inmates to Millhaven. Millhaven 
is @ new maximum security prison that will 
eventually replace Kingston. The govern- 
ment has used modern technology to make 
this prison into a 1984 nightmare. All the 


cells are electronically bugged and T.V. 
monitors are everywhere. It has a tear gas 


system which can instantly flood the whole 


prison..In it the last shreds of human digni- 
ty.and freedom disappear. 
The Kingston prisoners have a igi to be 


< outraged about Millhaven, as we all should 


_ be. Yet too many people did not bother to ` 
think about what the prison revolt meant to 


them. In order to explain or change the 
prison system, the prisoners need to relate 
their situation to that of all oppressed peo- 


~ ple. They have to understand that we on 
the "outside" must join them if they are to 
be free, 


There can be no real distinction between 
“outside” and "inside"; this whole system 


is a prison. Penitentiaries are only the max- 


imum security part. The rest of us, in min- 


imum security, are robbed daily of our dig- 


|" or blatantly ille= = 














nity and freedom by police and social work- 
ers. To understand the Kingston revolt, we 
mustsee it in the context of our own struggle 


against the state's harassment and violence. : 


In order to maintain their control, the 
ruling class has created false divisions be- 


tween different groups of oppressed people; 


poor English and Quebecois, poor whites 
and native people. Everyone is so involved 


in fighting each other that they fail to see ` 


the real enemy, those who use their "legal" 
violence to maintain their wealth and pow - 
er. The rules and regulations t 
rich people rich are found in the violent 
nature of the legal system. This system is 
designed to protect privileged property own- 
ers from non-property owners: "peaceful" 
capitalists from any disturbance that. gets in 
the way of their business of exploiting peo- 
ple -- and the state from everyone. We 
live in a period of depression where vagran- 
cy is a crime and poverty makes you "unfit" 
to have a family, yet the state is always 
innocent. Within this context the prisons 
have to be unjust, for they are a part of 
the systematic ‘state violence against the 
people. 





The results of a violent system were ap- 
parent inside Kingston when the revolt was 
over. One person was left dead and fifteen 
were injured. The govemment claims the 


death and injuries are the result of actions 
the 
existence of the prison in its present Foni is 


taken by "some prisoners." In fact, 
the result of actions taken by the govern- 
ment and the rich people they represent. 
As an alternative to prison revolts, we 
should look at what the Black Panthers are 
doing in many prisons. They are educating 
and disciplining prisoners around the skills 
necessary for the revolution (from political 
education to guerilla tactics.) At the same 


time, all the false divisions (Blacks vs. 


Whites, Safecrackers vs. B&E's) are being 
broken down. They are exposing prison 
conditions to everyone. In this way, every- 
one is becoming aware of how big the jail 
is and just who is the jail-keeper. Once 
we all understand this then we can have a 
successful jailbreak. 


FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS! 


“sees 


nat keep the ` 


=i 





" THEY TOOK MY LITTLE GIRL". > 


Continued from page 4 ~ 


and took me to jail. They kept me in sol- 
itary twenty minutes until a nurse came and ` 
brought me back to Essendale. One of the 
nurses said | didn't have proper clothes and 
looked 'negligent.' 


"| went to court to see if | could get Gail 
back and my doctor was summonsed and said 


| was too emotionally disturbed to get her 


back before the summer. | was told | could 


see her once aweek but they baxen. t picked 





me up to see her the past three 


still don't know where she is staying. They 


never tell the mothers because they're a- 


` fraid they'll go to the houses if they know." 






The only reason that Children's Aid Soci- 
ety was able to get away with what they 
did to this woman is that she was alone. If 
she had the support of her neighbors in the 
housing project, and the help of other mo- 
thers who have had their children kidnapped, 
then her social worker wouldn't have faced 
one lone, powerless woman. She would 
have faced the collective strength of strong 
angry women and men who know who is 
crazy in this system and who isn't. 

There are two ways right now that we can 
begin to organize resistance towards victory; 
one is through a strong community newspap- 
er that collectivizes information and organ- 
izes struggles; and the second is by people 
in the community forming defense groups to 
aid and protect each other in daily struggles 
with the authorities. This constant rip-off 
of human dignity and rights must end. 


HANDS OFF OUR COMMUNITIES! 


Commenting on the latest unemployment 
figures, he (Jean Cournoyer, Quebec Lab- 
jor Minister) said the province may face 


revolution because the suffering resulting 


from being out of work might lead unem- 


iployed people to the conclusion that "this 
society is no good for them." 


o What | om afraid of is that we will 
Inot have a sufficient number of policemen | 
ito control the probably natural attitude of 
ithe people who will have suffered by the} 
system,” 

-= from "Last Post”, vol. 


l, no. 6 | 






The Partisan Party is a revolutionary party 


pressed people to struggle together for lib- 
eration from this capitalist system. | 
_ Since the first issue of our newspaper came 

out, many people have approached us 

wanting to know what we do and what they 
can do. Others have asked what it means 
to be a Partisan, and how to get into the 
Party. 
tion of women and men of all ages disci- 


committed to organizing all poor and op- ` 


plining themselves to become revolution- 


artes. The freedom and equality of all 
people is our goal and primary committment. 
We understand that no one will be free 
until all people are free. We understand 
that our freedom cannot be given to us by 
those who now rule, that it must be strug- 
> gled for and won. The Party is the way in- 
which we plan to wage this struggle and 
realize this goal. 
The important thing for us all to under- 
_ stand is that, alone, no party can possibly 
deliver our communities from the oppression 
x and injustice we are faced with. The real 
delivery can and will come only from a 
i united people prepared to do whatever we 
can to support each other in the struggle. 
We're not kidding ourselves or anyone 
else about how long and difficult that strug- 
gle is going to be. Victory won't come 
overnight. li won't come in one-year or 
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EON i ours. But i in thomas knee we 
will win because nothing in history is more 
powerful than the power of the people. 
This has been proven again and again. 

In order to best serve the community, a- 
Partisan must be committed; committed to 

_the people and organizing their struggles. 

The first duty of a revolutionary is to serve 
the people in a responsible way. We must 
learn skills and be well organized ourselves, 
and we must train ourselves to be sensitive 
and responsive to the oppression people 
face in this capitalist system. We must re- 
spect the people and their day to day strug- 
gles for survival. 
All of us are taught to be disrespectful of ` 
each other for various reasons. We must 
change ourselves if we are to become rev- 
olutionaries. Lack of respect comes from 
looking ot other people from positions of 
imaginary privilege, from stereotyping 
others and thinking that for some crazy 
reason or other weare better than they are, 
even though we're forced to live in the 
same inadequate housing as them and to eat 
the same bad food as them. Even though 
the pig has the same destiny in mind for us 
as he has for them. x 

‘Lack of respect comes from contradictions 
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among the people. 


The Pison Party is an organiza- ` 


human beings. 
the primary contradiction in sexism is male 


than women. 











_ united on the common enemy. 
for yourself only just doesn't make it any 








Racism is one such 
contradiction among the people. It means 
you think you're better than or different 
from another person because you're a dif- 


ferent color, speak with a different accent 


or language, or have a different sounding 
name. Racism results in us not recognizing 
the heroism and leadership of the American 
Blacks, the Vietnamese and the Quebecois 
in their struggle to kick the pig out of their 
communities. It results in Chinese, Italian, 
Indian, Native and white. people in our 
communities fighting each other rather than 
uniting to kick out the pig that oppresses 
all of us with equal viciousness . 

sexism is. another such contradiction a- 
mong the people. It resembles racism, but 
it's based on sex. It means that you stere- 
otype people of the opposite sex and treat 
them as objects and images rather than as 
Women can be sexist, but 


or the false attitude that men 
stronger and better leaders 
Male chauvinism oppresses 
It keeps more than one half the 


chauvinism, 
are smarter, 


women. 


population from developing the skills and 


leadership so necessary and useful to the 
struggle for liberation. It's based on the 
fact that capitalism can't survive without 
reducing large numbers of people to serv- 
iode. 






LAHI bia ka US s are. w eakened by our 
lism. CESES tion, bein ing a tip-off artist, 


and power-tripping are all aspects of indi- 


vidualism.) In order to survive, often we 
do things that inflict mental and physical 
violence on our brothers and sisters. The 
ruling class wants the people to be in con- 
flict with one another so that we can't turn 
Looking out 


more. The more people manipulate their 
comrades to lighten their own loads, the 
more we try to get something for ourselves 
to the detriment of the common good; the 
weaker we become. As isolated individuals 
we have little chance of surviving, let a- 
lone taking control over our lives. Only a 
united people can fight and win that con- 
trol. x 

Contradictions among the people like 
racism, sexism and individualism are tools 
of the ruling class, thé bourgeoisie, to keep 
the people divided. Only when women 
and men and people of all colors and na- 
tionalities begin to work and fight side by 
side for their collective needs and desires, 
will the people win over their oppressors. 


And this will only happen when people be- 
gin to struggle with their own contradic- 


tions. Contradictions are not something. to 
become defeatist or guilty about. They 
should be resolved by listening to criti- 


All Power To The People 
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PARTISAN? 


cisms, taking them seriously, and self- 
criticizing. Criticism/self-criticism is the 
key to self-change, the most valuable ide- 
ological tool a revolutionary has. Contra- 
dictions will be around for a long time to 
come. Everyone and everything contains 
contradictions. That's why we of the Par- 
tisan Party welcome criticism. It's the way 
we can become more effective revolution- 
aries. 

To be a Partisan, then, we must be willing 
to transform in order to better serve the 
people and bring about the unity that is our 
strength. 
community. 





A Partisan must be committed 
to full time revolutionary work. We must 
be willing to study, to leam, to change 
ourselves when necessary, to i and to 
put our. lives on the line for the liberation 
of the people. 

- Many people who understand and agree 
with our program will not be ina position 
to dedicate all their time and energy to this 
work, Some, both women and men, have 
families to ppor or other major commit- 
ments they can't abandon. Some people, 


We must be an example to the ` 


because of their age, are trapped in the 


capitalist schools. This doesn't mean that 


you can't still serve the people. Although ` 


we need and want new Partisans, our most 
important task is to help people get their 


communities together and prepare for the ` 
a yles to come. Everyone” can and should ` 

serve the merle in whatever ees . qre 
most able; 
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women in the community. Many women 
who read this article will think that there's 
no place for them in a revolutionary party. 
The truth is just the opposite. Because of 
the needs of capitalism, women bear the 
brunt of oppression in our communities. They 
are forced from their families into low pay- 
ing jobs, and then back from the job into a 
family that has been torn apart. In school 
they are forced into classes that teach them 
to be objects rather than leaders of the 
community. Because of this heavy oppres- 
sion, they are leaders in the struggle for. 
liberation. They must come forward and 
develop that leadership in the process of 
struggle. 

This article is not only meant to be an 
explanation of what it means to be q Parti- 
san Party member. It's meant to raise ques- 
tions and to serve as a center for discussion, 
If you've got questions about the words or 
ideas presented here, come by. Any Parti- 
san member will be nappy to talk to you 
and p m things. 

If you're interested in joining, helping in 


any way, or just want to find out more” 


about what's happening, drop by our office 


at 397 West Sth Avenue, or call 874-6022. 
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WHAT WE ` 


1) WE ` WANT FREEDOM. WE WANT CONTROL OVER OUR 
OWN LIVES . 


-We believe that under imperialism, the final stage of capita- 
lism, people are forced to surrender control over their own lives 


in order to survive. We, along with people around the world, 
are exploited and oppressed in order that those in control can 


| reap the benefits from this class system. We believe thatall peo- 


ple's struggles for freedom are one; directed at a common enemy, 
imperialism and class oppression. In order to put an end to this 


slavery and take control over our own lives, we must join together 


and take the power that is righteously ours. 


2) WE WANT WORK FOR EVERYONE -- WORK THAT SERVES 
THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE. 


We believe that everyone has a right to creative, productive 


work that provides for human needs rather than producing profits 


for a few. If the govemment and businessmen will not provide 
full employment that meets our needs, then the means of produc- 


tion should be taken over by the people they exploit and oppress. 


3) WE WANT DECENT HOUSING, FIT FOR THE SHELTER OF 
HUMAN BEINGS. 


We believe that if the government and landlords will not pro- 
vide decent housing for the people, then the housing and land 
should bé taken under a collective ownership and control of 
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We believe that. in this system adequate health care is available 
Complete health care is more 
than being treated once you are already sick. It includes eli- 
minating all causes of ill health. Among these causes are lack 
of nutritious food, proper clothing and a clean environment. If 


the government and the medical establishment will not provide 


complete health care, then the people should establish commun- 
ity controlled health centers that will serve the people's total 
health needs. | 


5) WE WANT AN EDUCATICN THAT TEACHES US HOW TO ` 


MEET OUR SURVIVAL NEEDS. — 

We believe that the education we receive perpetuates the class 
system and is defined by the needs of industry rather than by the 
needs of the people. We are taught a discipline of thoughtless 
obedience. Through a system of streaming based on class, race 
and sex discrimination we are channelled into dead-end courses 
that teach us nothing, trained for jobs that don't existor jobs that 


4) WE WANT COMPLETE HEALTH SERVICES FOR EVERYONE, Sie! 


and human dignity. 
used to harass and control the people by enforcing oppressive. 


serve only the needs of the capitalists. We believe that educa- 
tion should teach us the skills we need in order to survive and to 
build a society where/all people's needs are met. Education 
should teach us our true history, the history of class struggle. 


. People must have a knowledge of themselves and their position in 


society in order to fight-successfully for control over their own 
lives. Since the public schools are designed to rip off that con- 
trol, the community should set a its own eder n. 


6) WE WANT AN END TO THIS EXPLOITIVE LEGAL SYSTEM 


THAT SERVES ONLY THE INTERESTS OF THE RICH. 


We believe that in this society the courts do not dispense jus- 


tice. They are organs to control and oppress the people in the ` 


interests of the ruling class. Because of bail, lawyers’ fees and 
high court costs only fhe wealthy and big business can win in the 
legal system. We believe that true justice must be based on the 
formation of people's courts where crimes against the community 
will be judged by thè oppressed and exploited people of the com- 
—— l ~ 


7) WE WANT FREEDOM FOR ALL MEN AND WOMEN BEING ~ 


HELD IN PRISONS, JAILS, REFORM — AND OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS OF DETENTION. 


We believe qapas few people are imprisoned for crimes 
against the people. 
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are freed an whatever means necessary . 


8) WE WANT AN END TO POLICE BRUTALITY AND ALL 


FORMS OF BUREAUCRATIC HARASSMENT AGAINST THE 
PEOPLE. 


We believe that the people have the right to self-determination 
In this system police and bureaucrats are 


rules and regulations. They exist to protect the property and 
interests of the capitalists against the attempts of the people to 
meet their real needs. The taxmen enforce the unjust system that 
taxes the poor to fund a government that serves the rich. The 
debt collectors seize what little we own so that the finance com- 
panies and banks can own even more of us. The police aid and 
protect them. 

The only way in which e brutality and bureaucratic harus 
ment can be ended is by the people taking whatever measures 
necessary to defend themselves and to exercise their basic human 
rights. 


Most are locked up for standing up to their B 
oppressors or for desperately trying to fill the survival needs that ` | 


Distributing the Partisan 


The Partisan Community News Service is 
dedicated to publishing the truth about what 
is happening in our communities. The Par- 


tisan Party is dedicated to doing something ` 
- about it. 


The ruling class and their various 
agents will not want this to happen. Con- 
sequently, we feel it is only fair that we 
ask all those who ‘want to distribute the 


paper to make certain, realistic commitments. 


Firstly, people that distribute should do 


so because they understand. the contents 


and want to make sure the politics get to 
dthers. 


Secondly, they must care enough to make 


sure the paper is constantly improved, This 


means that they must be prepared to discuss 


the paper with the readers and gather com- 





The job isn't 


ments, criticisms and stories. 


simply one of selling a ¿paper; it is really | 


part-of serving the people. The job involves 


‘taking initiative when it is possible that the 


paper or the party can offer concrete aid in 
community struggles. 
be prepared to follow up on their contacts. 
Finally, it would be foolish not to be pre- 
pared to accept the consequences of this 
political activity, We, therefore, must 
require that all distributors understand the 


legal first aid guidelines, and are willing 


and able to use them should the situation 
arise. x 

If you want to distribute the paper in your 
community, come down to the Partisan Par- 
ty office at 399 West Sth Avenue or call 
874-6022. 


Distributors should 
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